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Murder in the Second Grade 
TERRI SHANAHAN 
My second grade teacher was in love with my mom. I don't know how 1 
knew that or what exactly gave it away. Maybe I saw it in the way he looked 
at her, the dreamy expression that came over his face, the way the muscles 
in his face relaxed when he saw her, the way he suddenly looked soft; 
maybe it was the way he kept looking at her even when it was no longer 
polite. When she wasn't there, he looked at me instead, as if 1 were only a 
smaller version of her. Sometimes he stood next to my desk and looked 
over my shoulder while I was struggling with my handwriting in my little 
primer, my small hand fighting to make my letters big enough to fit into the 
lines. This was extremely embarrassing for me because I had a hard 
enough time sitting still, or even just sitting in my chair at all since my feet 
didn't touch the floor, without being watched so closely, always trying to 
remember all of the rules that Sister Camillia drummed into my little head 
until I thought it would burst: Sit straight. Ladies cross their ankles, not their 
legs. Don't ever put your elbows on any table, not even your desk. A 
straight back begins at the bottom of your spine. Hold your pen properly. 
Speak softly. Carry a bigger stick. 
To this day my mother denies any knowledge of what the sisters did with 
their sticks. She thinks they used them to tap on the blackboard, "See this." 
This was not true. But there are so many things that my mom really, truly, 
doesn't want to know, that I always let this slide. I ask her, about once a 
year, if she knew. "Knew what?" she asks. Sometimes she asks me if 1 
remember Sister Camillia. Of course I remember her, she was the principal, 
the one with the biggest stick. 
I had a lot of problems as it was, being a girl named Angel at St. Francis 
school, even without Sister Camillia. I didn't want to be in the second grade, 
either; all it brought me was more troubles. I wanted to stay in Sister 
Margaret-Mary's first grade classroom, forever. 
Sister Camillia came into our classroom every afternoon to give us our 
religion lesson. Mr. Knight sat at the back of the room not saying anything. 
Sister Camillia's religion lessons were a lot different than Sister Margaret-
Mary's. Sister Margaret-Mary always let us sit on the floor around her while 
she told us stories from the Bible. All Sister Camillia wanted to talk about 
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! d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  
w a s  s i n s .  I t  s e e m e d  l i k e  e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  a  s i n ,  e v e n  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h i n g s .  
S i s t e r  C a m i l l i a  l i k e d  t o  l o o k  a t  m e  w h i l e  s h e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  h o w  o u r  s i n s  
w e r e  t h e  d e v i l ' s  w o r k  a n d  w e  w o u l d  s p e n d  e t e r n i t y  i n  h e l l .  
I  r a i s e d  m y  h a n d .  " H o w  m a n y  s i n s  a r e  w e  a l l o w e d ? "  
E v e r y o n e  l a u g h e d .  
A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  l e s s o n s ,  S i s t e r  C a m i l l i a  o f t e n t i m e s  b r o u g h t  m e  b a c k  t o  
t h e  o f f i c e  w i t h  h e r .  
I  k n e w  M r .  K n i g h t  w a s  i n  l o v e  w i t h  m y  m o m  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w a y  h e  
s t a r e d  a t  m e ,  w i t h  t h a t  d r e a m y  l o o k  o n  h i s  f a c e ,  f r o m  h i s  d e s k  i n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  
t h e  r o o m ,  a n d  t h e  w a y  h e  a l w a y s  c a l l e d  m e  b y  h e r  n a m e .  H e  n e v e r  c a l l e d  
m e  A n g e l ,  o r  e v e n  A n g e l i n a ,  l i k e  t h e  S i s t e r s  m o s t l y  d i d .  T h e r e  w a s  a  g i r l  i n  
o u r  c l a s s  w h o  r e a l l y  w a s  n a m e d  J a c k i e  a n d  s h e  a l t e r n a t e l y  h a t e d  m e  o r  
d e s p i s e d  m e  f o r  a n s w e r i n g  t o  m y  m o t h e r ' s  n a m e  o r  r e m a i n i n g  s i l e n t .  S h e  
h a t e d  m e  w h e n  s h e  k n e w  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a n d  I  a n s w e r e d  i t ,  
t h e n  d e s p i s e d  m e  i f  I  a n s w e r e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a n d  s h e  d i d n ' t  ! < n o w  t h e  
a n s w e r .  C l a s s r o o m  p o l i t i c s ,  e v e n  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  g r a d e ,  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  e n o u g h  
f o r  s e v e n  y e a r  a i d s  b u t  a d d e d  t o  a l l  m y  o t h e r  w o r r i e s  w a s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  w a s  
o n l y  s i x  y e a r s  o l d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  
W o r s e  e v e n  t h a n  t h a t ,  J a c k i e  w a s  e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d ,  r e p e a t i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  
g r a d e ,  a n d  a  f u l l  f o o t  t a l l e r  t h a n  m e ,  w h i c h  w a s n ' t  t h a t  t a l l ,  r e a l l y .  J a c k i e  h a d  
a n  i d e n t i c a l  t w i n  n a m e d  J e a n i e  a n d  h a d  s p e n t  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  h e r  l i f e  
b e i n g  c a l l e d  b y  t h e  w r o n g  n a m e  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  A f t e r  k i n d e r g a r t e n ,  i t  w a s  
e a s y  t o  t e l l  t h e m  a p a r t  b e c a u s e  J a c k i e  j u s t  k e p t  o n  g r o w i n g ,  b u t  t h i s  d i d n ' t  
h e l p  h e r  g e t  o v e r  h e r  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  s o m e o n e  e l s e  b e i n g  c a l l e d  b y  h e r  n a m e .  
J a c k i e  s a t  b e h i n d  m e ,  a n d  i f  I  c o n v e n i e n t l y  d i d n ' t  a n s w e r  a  q u e s t i o n  a n d  
s h e  d i d n ' t  k n o w  t h e  a n s w e r  e i t h e r ,  t h e n  I  g o t  k i c k e d  i n  t h e  b a c k  a n d  p o k e d  
i n  t h e  s h o u l d e r ,  t o o .  
" A n s w e r  t h e  g o d d a m n e d  q u e s t i o n , "  s h e ' d  h i s s .  
O n  t h e  p l a y g r o u n d ,  J a c k i e  w a s  m y  t o r m e n t o r .  S h e ' d  s t i c k  o u t  h e r  f o o t  t o  
t r i p  m e ,  s a y i n g ,  " H a v e  a  n i c e  t r i p ,  s e e  y o u  n e x t  f a l l . "  S h e  l e d  t h e  o t h e r s  i n t o  
r u n n i n g  c i r c l e s  a r o u n d  m e ,  h o l d i n g  h a n d s  a n d  d a n c i n g  a r o u n d ,  t h e i r  s h o e s  
c l i c k i n g  o n  t h e  c e m e n t ,  a n d  t h e i r  p l a i d ,  p l e a t e d  u n i f o r m  s k i r t s  f l y i n g  a r o u n d  
t h e i r  l e g s  s o m e t i m e s  s h o w i n g  t h e i r  p r i m  w h i t e  u n d e r w e a r ,  c h a n t i n g ,  " S h e ' s  
a  b a b y ,  b a b y ,  d o e s n ' t  k n o w  h e r  n a m e y . "  R o u n d  a n d  r o u n d  t h e y ' d  g o ,  
t w i r l i n g  f a s t e r  a n d  f a s t e r ,  u n t i l  I  g o t  s o  d i z z y ,  I ' d  c l o s e  m y  e y e s  a n d  c o v e r  m y  
e a r s ,  b i t i n g  m y  b o t t o m  l i p  u n t i l  i t  b l e d ,  t r y i n g  v e r y  h a r d  n o t  t o  c r y .  
M y  m o m  s a y s  s h e  s e n t  m e  t o  s c h o o l  a  y e a r  e a r l y  b e c a u s e  I  c o u l d  r e a d  
b e f o r e  I  w a s  f o u r  y e a r s  o l d  a n d  I  w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  i n v e n t  m y  o w n  l a n g u a g e  
G r a n d  V a l l e y  R e v i e w  •  5 2  
since my little hand couldn't actually form the letters of the alphabet. As it 
was, the alphabet, putting letters into a particular order, never made sense 
to me. All the letters existed equally in my mind. My mom says she became 
worried as she watched my secret language become more and more 
complex, because she thought that I would never learn to write. That's the 
official story. It's mostly a lie. I did know how to read and I had created my 
own language, that much was true. But the real reason she sent me to 
school was to get me away from my baby brother, Markus. I'd been helping 
him have accidents since the day he came home from the hospital, and she 
was a nervous wreck. To this day, he still has scars from his babyhood. He 
still wears his hair combed down around the left side of his forehead where 
he has a scar from the fourteen stitches it took to close up his head after I 
dumped him over the side of his crib. His blanket got twisted in the crib rails 
and his head crashed against the metal slider part, cutting him in its track. It 
wasn't a deep cut but it was wide and long and made a lot of blood, enough 
to run over his face, to get into his nose and mouth. And Markus is 
claustrophobic, which probably happened when I locked him in the cellar 
when he was a year old. Mom thought he was sleeping and he was, right 
up until I woke him up and got him out of his crib, took his hand and led him 
into the basement. When mom called the police several hours later, after 
searching the house and questioning me for a long time, the two police 
officers found him, behind the locked door, sitting on the damp floor in the 
dark cellar, being quiet like I told him, sucking his thumb, crying. 
To this day, Markus shows off his scars. He is as proud as a war vet-
eran, pointing and telling the story of each one. The burn mark on the inside 
of his right wrist happened when I handed him a burning kitchen towel. He 
just sat there, holding the towel, screaming. Even now, when it's easy to 
laugh about how obedient he was, I remember that I really was only trying 
to blame the fire on him. He has a scar from a deep cut on the index finger 
of his left hand, from the time we were playing house and I told him that the 
daddy had to cut up the vegetables for dinner. Markus nearly lost his finger 
that time. He has chicken pox marks on his back because I scratched them 
for him. He has a huge, long scar on his thigh from the time I took him for a 
ride in his wagon, down the twenty steps that led to the sidewalk in front of 
our house. Halfway down, the wagon turned over and I jumped out of the 
way, watching the tangle of arms and legs and wagon parts as they all 
rolled the rest of the way down the stairs. He has many scars, some 
invisible, all of which are connected, one way or another, to me. 
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I  w a s  a  s m a l l ,  d e l i c a t e  c h i l d ,  p e r f e c t l y  f o r m e d  i n  e v e r y  w a y .  T h e r e  i s  a  
p i c t u r e  o f  m e ,  w h i c h  m y  m o m  s t i l l  c a r r i e s  i n  h e r  w a l l e t ,  f r o m  w h e n  I  w a s  s i x  
y e a r s  o l d .  E v e r y o n e  w h o  l o o k s  a t  i t  i s  s u r p r i s e d  b y  t h e  w a y  m y  c h i n  i s  r a i s e d  
i n  s u c h  a n  a r r o g a n t  s t a n c e .  I  w a s  a n  a r r o g a n t  c h i l d ,  u s e d  t o  g e t t i n g  m y  w a y .  
B u t  i f  y o u  l o o k  a t  t h e  p i c t u r e  c l o s e l y  e n o u g h ,  y o u  m i g h t  n o t i c e  t h e  c a r  d o o r  
a  f e w  f e e t  a w a y  f r o m  m e ,  a n d  s e e  h o w  t i n y  I  r e a l l y  w a s .  I  w a s  f o r t y  p o u n d s  
a n d  t h r e e  f e e t  t a l l ,  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  g r a d e .  
T h i s  c a u s e d  t h e  s i s t e r s  t o  c a l l  m e  t h e i r  ' l i t t l e  l a d y , '  b u t  i t  o n l y  f u e l e d  
J a c k i e ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n .  
" M i d - g e t ,  D w a r f ,  w h y  a r e  y o u  s o  s h o r t ? "  
I  k n e w  M r .  K n i g h t  w a s  i n  l o v e  w i t h  m y  m o m  b e c a u s e  I  s a w  t h e m  k i s s i n g .  
M y  m o m  w a s  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  m o t h e r  t h a t  y e a r  a n d  s h e  w a s  a l w a y s  
o r g a n i z i n g  c l a s s r o o m  p a r t i e s  a n d  s h o w i n g  u p  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a n y  g i v e n  
d a y ,  c a r r y i n g  b r o w n i e s  o r  c o o k i e s .  A n d  w h e n  s h e  d i d  s h o w  u p ,  s h e  w a s  
a l w a y s  w e a r i n g  a  d r e s s  a n d  l i p s t i c k .  O n  V a l e n t i n e ' s  D a y ,  a f t e r  s c h o o l  w a s  
o u t ,  s h e  s t a y e d  l a t e  t o  h e l p  c l e a n  u p  t h e  m e s s  f r o m  t h e  p a r t y ,  t e l l i n g  m e  t o  
g o  p l a y  o n  t h e  p l a y g r o u n d  u n t i l  s h e  c a m e  f o r  m e .  I  w e n t  o u t  t o  t h e  b o y s '  
p l a y g r o u n d  a n d  c l i m b e d  u p  o n  t h e  j u n g l e  g y m ,  b u t  i t  w a s  a  d a r k  d a y ,  
c l o u d y ,  a n d  i t  s e e m e d  l i k e  i t  w a s  a l m o s t  n i g h t  a t  t h r e e  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  o n e  e l s e  o n  t h e  p l a y g r o u n d  a n d  I  k e p t  h e a r i n g  
s o u n d s  i n  t h e  t r e e s .  E v e r y t h i n g  s e e m e d  t o  k e e p  g e t t i n g  b i g g e r  a n d  d a r k e r ,  
a n d  f i n a l l y ,  I  r a n  b a c k  t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,  w h e r e  i t  w a s  l i g h t  a n d  w a r m .  T h e y  
w e r e  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,  a r g u i n g ,  a n d  t h e y  d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  
m e  c o m e  i n t o  t h e  r o o m .  S u d d e n l y  t h e y  h a d  t h e i r  a r m s  a r o u n d  e a c h  o t h e r  
a n d  w e r e  k i s s i n g .  I  k n e w  i t  w a s  a  r e a l  k i s s .  W a t c h i n g  t h e m ,  I  f e l t  
l i g h t h e a d e d  a n d  s t r a n g e ,  f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  m a g i c  o f  i t ,  t h e  s e c r e c y ,  t h e  
r i c h n e s s .  
I f  I  m e n t i o n  M r .  K n i g h t  t o  h e r  n o w ,  s h e  l o o k s  c o n f u s e d  a n d  s a y s  t h a t  s h e  
d o e s n ' t  r e m e m b e r  h i m .  S o m e t i m e s  I  b e l i e v e  h e r .  B u t  s o m e t i m e s ,  w h e n  I  
l o o k  a t  h e r  t h i n ,  g r a c e f u l ,  b i r d l i k e ,  a r m s ,  I  c a n  s e e  h i s  a r m s  t a n g l e d  u p  w i t h  
h e r s ,  i n  a  s e c r e t  e m b r a c e .  
M y  m o t h e r  l i e s  a b o u t  m a n y  t h i n g s .  I t  i s  h e r  w a y .  
O n e  d a y  J a c k i e  s t a r t e d  t h e  r u m o r  t h a t  m y  f a t h e r  w a s  d e a d .  
W e  h a d  a  f a i r l y  o r n a t e  r i t u a l  f o r  l u n c h :  e a c h  c l a s s r o o m  f i l e d  i n t o  t h e  
l u n c h r o o m ,  s i l e n t l y ,  i n  a  s i n g l e  l i n e ,  h o l d i n g  h a n d s ,  u n t i l  w e  s t o p p e d  b e h i n d  
o u r  c h a i r s .  W h e n  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a d  f i l e d  i n t o  t h e  l u n c h r o o m ,  o n e  o f  t h e  
s i s t e r s ,  s i t t i n g  i n  a  c h a i r  o n  a  r a i s e d  p l a t f o r m  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  r o o m ,  l e d  
u s  i n  p r a y e r .  S h e  w a i t e d ,  a f t e r  t h e  p r a y e r ,  u n t i l  t h e r e  w a s  a b s o l u t e  s i l e n c e  i n  
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the room again, until it was so silent that we could hear each other breathe. 
No one coughed and no one sneezed. When the silence was absolute, she 
rang a small bell which was our signal to take our seats. When it was quiet 
again, however long it took, she rang the bell again and we were allowed to 
eat. If she rang the bell a third time, that meant we were allowed to talk, in 
whispers, to the person sitting next to us. If anyone spoke above a whisper, 
she pointed at them, and two of the sisters who stood guard near the door, 
came to lead that person to Sister Camillia's office, for ten whacks, which 
were delivered, by paddle, to our bottoms while we bent over a chair with 
our skirts held above our waists. 
All of us would be little ladies, eventually, one way or another. 
When Jackie's rumor of my father's death reached my end of the lunch 
table, I started screaming, assuming it was true, because everyone was 
looking at me. In the hushed lunchroom, my screams echoed and bounced 
off the walls, seemingly getting bigger and bigger, filling the room. The 
sister on the platform stood up and frantically rang the bell until the door 
guards came to get me and tried to lead me away. Finally, they just picked 
me up, carried me out of the room, and the lunchroom was dismissed. I 
screamed all the way down the hallway to Sister Camillia's office and all the 
way through twenty whacks and then I just kept screaming. I couldn't stop 
and I couldn't tell them what was wrong, even when Sister Camillia was 
waving the paddle in front of me. When my mom finally showed up, I told 
her. She took me straight to my father's office to prove to me that it wasn't 
true. I stood in the doorway to his office and saw him look up in surprise, 
noticed the way he rolled up his white shirt sleeves to his elbows, the way 
his tie was loosened, and then I turned away and ran back into the waiting 
room. Alii had to do was to see him. 
If it wasn't true, then why was my mom kissing Mr. Knight? That was 
what I didn't understand. 
Everyone loves my mother. This much I have always understood. She is 
like a butterfly, beautiful, delicate, untouchable. People smile when they see 
her. She moves like a hummingbird, flitting gracefully from one task to 
another, something you can only catch a glimpse of, in wonder. She is 
elegant and quick and soft-spoken. 
Mr. Knight loved her too. 
Mr. Knight was an anomaly to us, the only man in our half of the school. 
We had our sisters, who mostly looked alike except for the faces peeking 
out from under the habits they all wore. They all wore the same long black 
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:~me l o n g  b l a c k  
d r e s s e s ,  d r e s s e s  t h a t  c o v e r e d  t h e m  c o m p l e t e l y ,  e v e n  h i d i n g  t h e i r  s h o e s .  
T h e y  w o r e  r o s a r i e s ,  d e c o r a t i v e l y ,  a r o u n d  t h e i r  n e c k s  o r  a r o u n d  t h e i r  w a i s t s .  
T h e y  w a l k e d  s o f t l y  a n d  c a r r i e d  b i g  s t i c k s ,  d i s g u i s e d  a s  c a n e s .  T h e y  a l l  
l o o k e d  a l i k e  e x c e p t  f o r  S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t - M a r y ,  w h o  w a s  m y  f i r s t  g r a d e  
t e a c h e r .  S h e  w a s  t h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  t h e m  a l l  a n d  h a d  a  s o f t n e s s  t o  h e r  t h a t  
n o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r s  d i d .  O n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  s e c o n d  g r a d e ,  I  w e n t  s t r a i g h t  t o  
S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t - M a r y ' s  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  s t a r t e d  c r y i n g  w h e n  s h e  t o l d  m e  I  
h a d  t o  g o  t o  M r .  K n i g h t ' s  r o o m .  S h e  t o o k  m e  i n t o  t h e  b a t h r o o m  a n d  w i p e d  
m y  t e a r s  a w a y  a n d  t h e n  h e l d  m y  h a n d  w h i l e  w e  w a l k e d  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  g r a d e  
c l a s s r o o m .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  d a y  J a c k i e  s t a r t e d  c a l l i n g  m e  a  b a b y .  A l l  t h e  o t h e r  
t e a c h e r s  i n  o u r  s c h o o l ,  i f  n o t  s i s t e r s ,  w e r e  s i s t e r s  i n  k i n d .  T h e y  w e r e  
m a t r o n l y  w o m e n ,  o l d  e n o u g h  t o  b e  o u r  g r a n d m o t h e r s ,  m e a n  e n o u g h  t o  b e  
s i s t e r s .  T h e y  w o r e  p o i n t e d ,  c a t l i k e  g l a s s e s  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  r o s a r y  
n e c k l a c e s .  M a n y  o f  t h e m  w o r e  o n l y  b l a c k  d r e s s e s ,  t h o u g h  n o t  a s  l o n g  a s  
t h e  s i s t e r s ' ,  a n d  t h e y  d i d n ' t  l i k e  m e n ,  o r  b o y s  e i t h e r .  T h e  o n l y  o t h e r  m e n  a t  
S t .  F r a n c i s  w e r e  t h e  p r i e s t s  a n d  t h e y  d i d n ' t  s e e m  l i k e  m e n .  W e  s a w  t h e m  
e v e r y  m o r n i n g  a t  m a s s  a n d  e v e r y  F r i d a y  f o r  C o n f e s s i o n .  W h e n  i t  w a s  t i m e  
f o r  C o n f e s s i o n ,  e v e r y  F r i d a y  m o r n i n g ,  w e  l i n e d  u p  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  i f  w e  
w e r e  g o i n g  t o  l u n c h ,  h o l d i n g  h a n d s ,  w a l k i n g  i n  s i n g l e  f i l e .  T h e  l i n e  s t o p p e d  
a t  a  d o o r  n e x t  t o  S i s t e r  C a m i l l i a ' s  o f f i c e ,  a n d  w e  s t o o d  t h e r e ,  n o t  s a y i n g  a  
w o r d ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  o u r  t u r n s ,  w a t c h i n g  a s  e a c h  p e r s o n  c a m e  o u t  o f  t h e  r o o m ,  
h e a d  b o w e d  i n  s h a m e ,  h e a d e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  w h e r e  s h e  w o u l d  
k n e e l  o n  t h e  f l o o r  n e x t  t o  h e r  d e s k  a n d  s a y  h e r  p e n a n c e ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  a l l  o f  
u s  t o  c o m e  b a c k  b e f o r e  t a k i n g  h e r  s e a t .  W e  a l l  t r i e d  n o t  t o  b e  f i r s t  i n  l i n e  b e -
c a u s e  t h a t  m e a n t  w e  w o u l d  e n d  u p  k n e e l i n g  o n  t h e  c o l d  t i l e  f l o o r  f o r  a s  l o n g  
a s  a  h a l f  a n  h o u r .  I n  t h e  C o n f e s s i o n  r o o m ,  t h e  F a t h e r  s a t  i n  a  c h a i r  t u r n e d  
s i d e w a y s ,  n o t  l o o k i n g  a t  u s ,  a n d  w e  w e r e  e a c h  m e a n t  t o  k n e e l  b e s i d e  t h e  
c h a i r  a n d  t e l l  h i m  o u r  s i n s .  W h i l e  I  w a s  w a i t i n g  t o  g o  i n t o  t h e  r o o m ,  I  a l w a y s  
m a d e  u p  s i n s  t o  t e l l  h i m ,  a l w a y s  m a k i n g  u p  e x a c t l y  f i v e ,  n e v e r  k n o w i n g  i f  
t h a t  w a s  e n o u g h  o r  t o o  m a n y ,  n o t  h a v i n g  a n y o n e  t o  a s k ,  n o t  e v e n  d a r i n g  t o  
a s k  S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t - M a r y .  T h e  F a t h e r  a l w a y s  g a v e  m e  t h e  s a m e  p e n a n c e ,  
t w o  H a i l  M a r y s  a n d  o n e  O u r  F a t h e r .  I  d i d n ' t  k n o w  i f  w a s  a  l o t  o f  p e n a n c e  o r  
n o t ,  a g a i n ,  n o t  h a v i n g  a n y o n e  t o  a s k .  I t  w a s n ' t  u n t i l  t h e  e i g h t h  g r a d e ,  w h e n  
w e  m a d e  o u r  C o n f i r m a t i o n ,  p r o m i s i n g  o u r  s o u l s  t o  J e s u s ,  t h a t  w e  l e a r n e d  
a b o u t  C o n f e s s i o n  b o o t h s .  T h e  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e  s c r e e n ,  t h a t  w a s  w h a t  I  
w a n t e d ,  w h a t  I  r e a l i z e d  I  n e e d e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  b a r e  m y  s o u l  t o  G o d .  A n d  
s o m e t i m e  l a t e r  I  w o n d e r e d  w h y ,  i f  G o d  k n e w  e v e r y t h i n g ,  t h e n  w h y  d i d n ' t  h e  
k n o w  I  l i e d  i n  C o n f e s s i o n  e v e r y  w e e k ?  D i d  h e  n o t  c a r e ?  S h o u l d n ' t  h e ?  
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Jackie left me alone for almost two full weeks after I made the scene in 
the lunchroom. I was a leper, no one would touch or even look at me. No 
one had ever done anything like that before, at least not in the collective 
memory of eight grades of girls. The girls' playground, which was really the 
parking lot for St. Francis Church, was divided into nine squares drawn on 
by chalk every Monday morning. The center square was for the sisters who 
were watching the playground and each grade was assigned one square to 
play in. Nobody ever crossed out of their squares; even when rain washed 
away the chalk lines, we knew where our lines were. Nobody stepped on 
the lines either, which helped them to last the entire week, until Monday 
morning came again and the lines were freshly drawn. 
We hardly ever saw the boys of St. Francis school. They had separate 
entrances, classrooms, lunchroom, and even their own principal, everything 
nearly the same as ours, except on the second floor. Their playground was 
on the other side of the school building and that was not like ours at all. 
They had swings and jungle gyms and they were allowed to run from one 
end of the playground to another, even to play in the grassy field at the end 
of the playground. We knew this because when we stayed inside for 
recess, we could hear their shouts and if we looked out the windows, we 
could see them running and chasing balls in the field. They didn't have any 
lines or squares. The boys were taught by Priests and were allowed to go to 
the gymnasium every day. We heard them come into the church after we 
did, and knew they sat in the rows behind us, but we still didn't see them 
because we weren't allowed to turn around in our seats. The noise told us 
they were there. I did turn around one morning when they were making a lot 
of noise and I saw them finally. Their lines were not straight like ours, they 
pushed and tripped and pinched each other, but they really were there. 
Later that morning, Sister Camillia's voice came through the intercom, 
telling Mr. Knight to send me to her office. Everyone knew what that meant: 
God had many eyes and I got forty whacks. I didn't cry, I never did. It 
seemed like I was called into the office at least once a week for ten, twenty, 
or forty whacks, depending on what I did and where I was when I did it. All 
sins committed in church got forty whacks. There were so many rules and 
for some reason, I seemed to be the only one who didn't know them. I 
thought I was being good most of the time and then, out of thin air, Sister 
Camillia's voice came over the intercom, asking Mr. Knight to please send 
me to the office. 
For two weeks, while Jackie and everyone else ignored me, I sat in one 
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o f  t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  o u r  s q u a r e  d u r i n g  r e c e s s  a n d  i g n o r e d  e v e r y o n e  b a c k .  I t  
t o o k  a  l o t  o f  w i l l p o w e r  n o t  t o  l o o k  a t  a n y o n e  e l s e  i n  o u r  s q u a r e  b u t  I  d i d n ' t .  
M o s t l y  I  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  c o n v e n t  a n d  w a t c h e d  t h e  S i s t e r s  g o  i n  a n d  o u t  f o r  
t h e i r  l u n c h e s .  W h e n e v e r  I  s a w  S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t - M a r y ,  s h e  w a v e d  a n d  s m i l e d  
a t  m e .  S o m e t i m e s ,  I  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  o l d e r  g i r l s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  s q u a r e s  a n d  
n o t i c e d  t h a t  i t  s e e m e d  l i k e  e v e r y o n e  h a d  a  b e s t  f r i e n d .  T h e y  w a l k e d  a r o u n d  
t h e i r  s q u a r e s  h o l d i n g  h a n d s ,  s o m e t i m e s  w i t h  t h e i r  a r m s  a r o u n d  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  
w a i s t s ,  w h i s p e r i n g  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  I ' d  n e v e r  n o t i c e d  t h i s  b e f o r e .  I  d i d n ' t  h a v e  
a  b e s t  f r i e n d ,  o r  e v e n  a n y  f r i e n d .  W h e n  t h e y  p l a y e d  g a m e s ,  t a g ,  o r  p r e t e n d  
s k i p  r o p e ,  I ' d  a l w a y s  s t o o d  b y  m y s e l f ,  o u t  o f  t h e  w a y .  
W h e n  m y  t w o  w e e k s  w e r e  n e a r l y  u p ,  J a c k i e  p i n c h e d  m e  w h i l e  w e  w e r e  
s i t t i n g  n e x t  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  c h u r c h .  I  t r i e d  t o  p u s h  h e r  h a n d  a w a y  f r o m  m y  
a r m  b u t  s h e  w a s  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  m e  a n d  h e l d  o n t o  m y  s k i n .  W h i l e  s h e  
p i n c h e d  h e r  f i n g e r s  t o g e t h e r  h a r d e r  a n d  h a r d e r ,  I  b i t  m y  l i p ,  t r y i n g  n o t  t o  
m a k e  a  s o u n d .  F i n a l l y  J a c k i e  j u s t  g o t  m a d  a t  m e  a n d  t w i s t e d  h e r  e n t i r e  
h a n d ,  t a k i n g  m y  s k i n  w i t h  i t .  I  y e l l e d  i n  p a i n .  
T w o  h o u r s  l a t e r ,  I  g o t  f o r t y  w a c k s .  
L a t e r  t h a t  d a y ,  o n  o u r  w a y  t o  t h e  l u n c h r o o m ,  J a c k i e  s h o v e d  m e  f r o m  
b e h i n d .  I  d r o p p e d  m y  l u n c h b o x  a n d  h e a r d  m y  t h e r m o s  b r e a k .  B y  t h e  t i m e  
w e  g o t  t o  t h e  l u n c h r o o m ,  m y  g r a p e  H i - C ,  m y  f a v o r i t e  d r i n k ,  w a s  d r i p p i n g  o u t  
o f  m y  l u n c h b o x ,  l e a v i n g  a  g r a p e  t r a i l  b e h i n d  m e .  W h e n  I  o p e n e d  i t ,  
e v e r y t h i n g  i n s i d e  o f  i t ,  m y  s a n d w i c h  a n d  c o o k i e s ,  w e r e  s o a k e d  p u r p l e .  I  s a t  
a n d  w a t c h e d  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  e a t .  
I  g u e s s e d  t h e  t r u c e  w a s  o f f .  
W e  a l l  w a n t e d  t o  b e  n u n s  w h e n  w e  g r e w  u p .  W e  w e r e  a l l  l i t t l e  n u n s - i n -
t r a i n i n g .  I f  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  l e t  u s  w e a r  h a b i t s ,  w e  w o u l d  h a v e .  I f  w e  d i d n ' t  
b e c o m e  n u n s  w h e n  w e  g r e w  u p ,  t h e n  w e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  t o  e n d u r e  t h e  
p a i n s  a n d  h a r d s h i p s  o f  b e i n g  w i v e s  a n d  m o t h e r s .  W e  d i d n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  
t h e s e  b u r d e n s  a n d  t r i a l s  w e r e  e x a c t l y ,  o n l y  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  t o  b e  a  
n u n .  
W h e n  I  l o o k e d  a t  m y  m o m ,  i t  d i d n ' t  s e e m  l i k e  h e r  l i f e  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  p a i n s  
a n d  b u r d e n s .  W h e n  I  a s k e d  S i s t e r  C a m i l l i a  a b o u t  t h a t ,  s h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  I  
w a s  m y  m o t h e r ' s  b u r d e n .  T h i s  b o t h e r e d  m e  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  M y  m o m  a l w a y s  
s a i d  I  r e a l l y  w a s  a n  a n g e l  a n d  h e r  s h o o t i n g  s t a r ;  e v e r y  n i g h t  w h e n  s h e  
t u c k e d  m e  i n ,  s h e  m a d e  a  w i s h  o n  m e  w h e n  s h e  k i s s e d  m e  g o o d n i g h t .  
E v e r y  n i g h t  s h e  h a d  a  n e w  w i s h .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e y  w e r e  d u m b  w i s h e s ,  l i k e  
t h a t  I  w o u l d  d r e a m  I  w a s  a  m e r m a i d  a n d  l i v e d  u n d e r  t h e  s e a ,  b u t  s o m e t i m e s  
t h e y  w e r e  i m p o r t a n t .  O n c e  s h e  w i s h e d  t h a t  I  w o u l d  l e a r n  t o  b e  p a t i e n t  a n d  
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believe that I would grow taller. She wished that Jackie would grow a zipper 
between her lips so I could zip-her whenever I wanted. She wished that I 
would learn to play with my brother and the next night she wished that I 
would learn to play with him, gently. On Christmas Eve, she wished I would 
get my very own puppy. On Christmas night, she wished I would stop 
crawling around and chasing him. She wished for all the tangles in my hair 
to go away, for the perfect orange ribbon, anything, everything she wished 
for me. 
One night I asked her if she ever wished I would go away. The next day, 
she was at the school, bringing us brownies, and she whispered to me, "I 
wish you would be my little girl forever." Sister Camillia called for me an 
hour or so later and I was confused about what I'd done, as usual, but that 
time, I received no wacks. Sister Camillia said to me, "You aren't your 
mother's burden." That was it; I was sent back to my classroom. 
Sister Camillia and I didn't have many conversations after that. She 
simply told me what I did wrong and whacked me. When I was in the eighth 
grade, I went into her office for a conference with her, as each and every 
girl did before leaving St. Francis, and when she asked me what I wanted to 
be when I grew up, I told her I would be a nun. Before she sent me away, 
she said, "Angelina, you will never be a nun. You are too filled with the sin 
of pride." 
Then I knew why she hated me but I didn't when I was six years old. 
Hatred was a sin, too, and if I had been a braver person, I would have told 
her so. 
Jackie was a fat girl who could strike fear in my heart simply by stepping 
into my path and standing in front of me. The fear was unreasonable, I 
know this now. But at the time, I never knew what she would do. Jeanie, her 
identical twin, was only about half her size, and she was more like a pale 
shadow of Jackie than anything else. When I saw Jeanie, which wasn't 
really that often, since Jeanie had gone on to the third grade when Jackie 
had been held back, I thought that if I were her, I would be little and quiet 
too, and hope that Jackie wouldn't notice me. 
While my mom was making nice wishes on me every night, I was making 
mean wishes on Jackie. I wished, every night, that Jackie would die and go 
away. I never told anyone that. It wasn't that I wanted to hurt her, it was that 
I wanted her to stop hurting me. I've thought about this a lot since then, 
wondering if anyone could be as evil as me. When my mom and I sat 
together and watched "Bewitched" on the television, I wished that I could 
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t w i t c h  m y  n o s e  a n d  m a k e  m y  w i s h e s  b e  t r u e .  I  k n e w  w h a t  I  w o u l d  d o .  
I  w o u l d  z a p  J a c k i e  t o  P l u t o ,  f o r e v e r .  
M y  m o m  t o l d  m e  t o  t r y  b e i n g  n i c e  t o  J a c k i e  a n d  I  d i d .  I  g a v e  h e r  t h e  
c o o k i e s  i n  m y  l u n c h .  I  s a i d  n i c e  t h i n g s  t o  h e r .  I  d i d n ' t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  w h e n  s h e  
s t o l e  m y  p e n c i l s .  I  s h a r e d  m y  c r a y o n s  w i t h  h e r  a n d  d i d n ' t  g e t  m a d  a t  h e r  
w h e n  s h e  b r o k e  t h e m ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  I  k n e w  s h e  d i d  i t  o n  p u r p o s e .  B u t  J a c k i e  
w a s  m e a n  a n d  n o  a m o u n t  o f  b e i n g  n i c e  t o  h e r  w a s  g o i n g  t o  c h a n g e  t h a t ,  s o  
I  s t o p p e d .  
T h a t  s p r i n g ,  J a c k i e  g o t  s i c k  w i t h  t h e  m e a s l e s  a n d  h a d  t o  s t a y  h o m e  f o r  
t h r e e  w e e k s .  I t  w a s  h e a v e n l y .  A t  r e c e s s ,  I  p l a y e d  p r e t e n d  s k i p  r o p e  w i t h  t h e  
o t h e r  g i r l s  a n d  n e v e r  g o t  t r i p p e d  b y  t h e  p r e t e n d  r o p e .  W e  p l a y e d  t a g  a n d  I  
w a s  t h e  f a s t e s t  o f  a l l .  W h e n  I  w a s  i t ,  I  d i d n ' t  s t a y  i t  f o r  l o n g .  I  w a s  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  n o t e s  t h a t  w e r e  p a s s e d  a r o u n d  t h e  r o o m  a n d  f i n a l l y  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e n ' t  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g :  I s n ' t  J a n e t ' s  c o a t  p r e t t y ?  C o m e  t o  t h e  b o y s '  
p l a y g r o u n d  a t  f o u r  o ' c l o c k ,  n o  o n e  w i l l  b e  t h e r e .  W e  h a v e  t o  g o  t o  
C o n f e s s i o n  t o d a y .  T h e  b o y s  w e r e  v e r y  l o u d  t o d a y .  
I t  d i d n ' t  m a t t e r  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  d u m b  n o t e s .  I t  m a t t e r e d  t o  g e t  t h e m .  
O n e  d a y ,  d u r i n g  r e c e s s ,  I  n o t i c e d  J e a n i e  l o o k i n g  a t  m e  a n d  I  w a l k e d  o v e r  
t o  t h e  e d g e  o f  o u r  s q u a r e  t o  m e e t  h e r .  S h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  I  w a s  v e r y  g o o d  a t  
j u m p  r o p e .  I  s a i d  t h a t  s h e  w a s ,  t o o .  S h e  a s k e d  m e  i f  I ' d  h a d  t h e  m e a s l e s  y e t  
a n d  I  s a i d  n o .  S h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  s h e  h a d  t h e m  w h e n  s h e  w a s  a  b a b y .  E v e r y  
d a y ,  w e  m e t  a t  t h e  l i n e  a n d  t a l k e d  a b o u t  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s .  I  i n v i t e d  h e r  o v e r  
t o  m y  h o u s e  o n c e  a n d  w e  p l a y e d  w i t h  m y  p u p p y  a n d  a t e  l u n c h  t o g e t h e r .  
W e  n e v e r  t a l k e d  a b o u t  J a c k i e .  A  l o t  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  w e  d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  
a t  a l l .  I t  w a s  n i c e  j u s t  t o  s i t  t o g e t h e r .  S o m e t i m e s ,  w h e n  w e  s t o o d  a t  t h e  
e d g e  o f  o u r  s q u a r e s ,  w e  h e l d  h a n d s .  
F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  y e a r ,  I  d i d n ' t  m i n d  b e i n g  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  g r a d e .  
A t  f i r s t ,  a f t e r  J a c k i e  c a m e  b a c k ,  I  d i d n ' t  m i n d .  I  t r i e d  n o t  t o  p a y  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  h e r .  T h i s  w a s  m y  m o m ' s  n e w  i d e a ,  t o  i g n o r e  h e r .  B u t  i t  w a s n ' t  l o n g  b e f o r e  
I  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  l e f t  o u t  o f  t h e  g a m e s  a g a i n  a n d  J e a n i e  w o u l d n ' t  m e e t  m e  a t  
t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  s q u a r e .  
" A n g e l ,  d e v i l .  A n g e l  i s  a  d e v i l . "  
T h e  c h a n t i n g  s t a r t e d  a g a i n  a n d  I  w e n t  b a c k  t o  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  o u r  
s q u a r e ,  n e a r  t h e  c o n v e n t .  I  w a t c h e d  t h e  n u n s  g o i n g  i n  a n d  o u t  o f  t h e i r  d o o r ,  
k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  l u n c h  r e c e s s  w o u l d n ' t  b e  o v e r  u n t i l  t h e y ' d  a l l  f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  
l u n c h e s .  S o m e t i m e s  I  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  h e l p  M r .  K n i g h t  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  b u t  
u s u a l l y  h e  s a i d  h e  w a n t e d  m e  t o  g e t  s o m e  f r e s h  a i r .  
" A n g e l ,  d e v i l .  Y o u r  m o t h e r  i s  a  d e v i l . "  
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One morning, after my mom had been in the classroom, Jackie started 
telling everyone that she saw my mom kissing Mr. Knight. Everyone knew it 
wasn't true, but they all got excited. Everyone was talking about it, 
whispering and passing notes. Then Jackie said my parents were divorced. 
Wherever I went, no one would talk to me except for the teachers. 
One day during recess, Jackie came up behind me and pushed me, 
knocking me down. I fell on my face and got a bloody nose. When I stood 
up, the blood poured down my face, onto my white blouse. The other girls 
were all laughing, crowding around us. 
I pushed Jackie back. That surprised her. She didn't fall but she was 
stunned. I knew I was going to get hurt, badly. 
"I hate you." I yelled at her. "You're fat and ugly and stupid!" I was as 
surprised as she was when I heard what I said. I turned and ran, ignoring 
the white lines, knowing I was in trouble, heading for the convent. Jackie 
had to run after me. She couldn't let me get away with what I said, what 
everyone heard me say. It was a matter of honor. 
Why did I suddenly turn and run around the back of the convent? I don't 
know. If I had gone in the front door, I would have been safe. Sister 
Margaret-Mary would be there and she would wash my face and be nice to 
me. She would help me clean up the blood. 
But I ran around the back of the convent, knowing Jackie was right 
behind me. The nuns kept their gardening tools in a shed behind the 
convent and right next to the shed was a pile of rocks, like the kind they 
used to line the walkways through their gardens in the churchyard. I was 
headed for the rocks but I don't know what I meant to do with them. Would I 
have thrown one in Jackie's face? Would I have threatened her with it, 
scared her away, chased her back to the playground? 
Did I have murder in my heart? 
I don't know. 
It didn't matter what I would have done because Jackie caught me when 
I was just a few feet away from the pile of rocks. I must have hesitated, 
maybe I was looking around for a hiding place. I was faster than she; she 
shouldn't have been able to catch me but she did. She knocked me down 
and then stood between me and the rocks. 
"What were you going to do with the rocks, you little baby?" 
I didn't say anything. I stood up. 
"I'm going to kill you, you ugly little brat!" It was the 'little' part that made 
me mad. Jackie raised her fist above her head, like a hammer she was 
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" N O ! "  S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t - M a r y  s c r e a m e d  b e h i n d  u s .  
I  p u s h e d  J a c k i e .  G o d  h e l p  m e ,  I  p u s h e d  h e r  w i t h  e v e r y  o u n c e  o f  s t r e n g t h  
i n  m y  l i t t l e  b o d y ,  s t r e n g t h  d o u b l e d  a n d  t r i p l e d  b y  h a t r e d  a n d  f e a r .  F o r  t h a t  
o n e  m o m e n t  i n  m y  l i f e ,  I  w a s  s i x  f e e t  t a l l  a n d  h a d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  f i v e  m e n .  
I  s a w  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o n  J a c k i e ' s  f a c e  w h e n  I  s h o v e d  h e r .  I t  w a s  r e d ,  
t w i s t e d  w i t h  a n g e r  a n d  h a t r e d ;  i f  s h e  c o u l d  h a v e  s t o p p e d  h e r s e l f  f r o m  f l y i n g  
b a c k w a r d s ,  s h e  w o u l d  h a v e  l a n d e d  o n  m e  a n d  b e a t e n  m e  t o  d e a t h  w i t h  h e r  
f i s t s .  I t  w a s  a  p u r e  h a t r e d ,  i n c r e d i b l e  r a g e .  
H e r  h e a d  c r a c k e d  o n  t h e  r o c k s ,  a s  l o u d  a s  a  g u n s h o t .  I  s a w  h e r  f o r  o n l y  
a  m o m e n t ,  h e r  b o d y  l a y  s p r a w l e d  a c r o s s  t h e  r o c k s ,  w i t h  h e r  l e g s  a n d  a r m s  
s t i c k i n g  o u t ,  n o t  m o v i n g .  S h e  d i d  n o t ,  c o u l d  n o t ,  w o u l d  n e v e r  m o v e .  H e r  
m o u t h  w a s  o p e n  a n d  h e r  e y e s  w e r e  s t a r i n g  a t  t h e  s k y .  I  w a s  c l o s e  e n o u g h  
t o  s e e  h e r  h a i r  d a r k e n i n g  w i t h  w e t n e s s ,  t o  s e e  t h e  b l o o d  u n d e r  h e r  h e a d ,  
r u n n i n g  d o w n  t h e  r o c k s .  I  c l o s e d  m y  e y e s  a n d  c o v e r e d  m y  e a r s .  T h e  s i l e n c e  
w a s  s o  l o u d  I  c o u l d  h e a r  i t  a n y w a y .  I  t u r n e d  a w a y .  A w a y  a n d  a w a y .  
S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t - M a r y  c a u g h t  m e  f r o m  b e h i n d .  I  c o u l d  t e l l  t h a t  i t  w a s  h e r  
b e c a u s e  I  k n e w  t h e  w a y  s h e  f e l t ,  t h e  l a y e r s  o f  s o f t n e s s ,  b e c a u s e  I  k n e w  h e r  
b a b y  p o w d e r  s c e n t .  S h e  p u l l e d  m e  c l o s e r ,  b u r y i n g  m y  b l o o d y  f a c e  w i t h i n  
h e r ,  u n t i l  I  w a s  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  w r a p p e d  u p  i n  h e r  f o l d s .  
" I t  w a s  a n  a c c i d e n t . "  S h e  s a i d .  " J a c k i e  w a s  c h a s i n g  y o u  a n d  s h e  
t r i p p e d . "  
S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t - M a r y  l e t  m e  g o  a n d  k n e l t  i n  f r o n t  o f  m e ,  h o l d i n g  m y  
a r m s ,  m a k i n g  m e  s t a n d  u p ,  s a y i n g .  " A n g e l i n a ,  c a n  y o u  h e a r  m e ? "  S h e  
s h o o k  m e .  " A n g e l .  Y o u  l i s t e n  t o  m e . "  I  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  s h e  w a s  c r y i n g  a n d  I  
o p e n e d  m y  e y e s  a n d  l o o k e d  a t  h e r ,  a m a z e d .  S h e  l o o k e d  i n t o  m y  e y e s ,  
h o l d i n g  m y  a r m s ,  m a k i n g  m e  l i s t e n  t o  h e r ,  " I t  w a s  a n  a c c i d e n t .  S h e  w a s  
c h a s i n g  y o u .  I  s a w  e v e r y t h i n g .  J a c k i e  t r i p p e d .  D o  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d ? "  I  d i d n ' t  
s a y  a n y t h i n g ,  I  j u s t  l o o k e d  a t  h e r  a n d  w o n d e r e d  w h y  s h e  w a s  c r y i n g ,  w h y  
s h e  w a s  t a l k i n g  s o  l o u d  t h a t  i t  m a d e  m y  h e a d  f e e l  h o l l o w .  S h e  s h o o k  m e  
a g a i n .  " D o  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  m e ?  N o d  i f  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  I ' m  t e l l i n g  y o u . "  
I  n o d d e d .  
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